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DATE MAILED: 

The specification has been amended, Claims 1, 20, 27 have been amended, claims 125-130 have 
been added by the amendment filed January 28, 2002. 

Newly submitted claim 129 is now directed to an invention that is independent or distinct from the 
invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

Originally filed claims or base claims are drawn to a method of administering an effective amount 
of an oligonucleotide of at least 8 nucleotides in length to a subject in need of a mucosal immune 
response, e.g., a subject that has already been identified as being in need of a mucosal immune 
response. However, claim 129 clearly embraces an invention directed to a combination method of 
identifying a subject that is in need of mucosal immune response, and of inducing an mucosal immunity in 
the identified subject. The combination method does not require the step of employing an subject that has 
already been identified as being in need of a mucosal immunity, and further, the method of the base 
claims do not require the materially distinct step of identifying a subject in need of a mucosal immunity. 
The specifically claimed method as recited in claim 129 was not claimed in the invention originally 
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is (703)305-7401. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Dave Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1632 
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